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INTRODUCTION
Freemasonry originated many, many years ago when
ancient stone masons met to share and protect the secrets
of their trade.
The creation of lodges, on the other hand, only came to
existence during the Middle Ages, as Freemasonry has
continued to grow and develop throughout the years.
In this quick eBook, we have grouped together 10 of the
most relevant MAJOR events in the history of Freemasonry;
most of which are events that have helped it develop into
what it is today.
This eBook will help you understand WHY things are the
way they are and also help you understand HOW these
changes happened throughout its many years.
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1390 //
THE HALLIWELL
MANUSCRIPT
The oldest known Masonic text is “The Halliwell
Manuscript” or “Regius Poem” and it is said to have been
written somewhere between 1390 and the beginning of
the 15th century.
This text begins with a history of the Craft, starting with
Euclid’s invention of geometry in ancient Egypt.
The text, written in poetic form, is also the earliest Masonic
manuscript containing charges.
The introduction of the manuscript is in fact followed by a
section containing the rules of conduct for a Master Mason,
thus giving us a very-early insight of the moral code and
behaviour expected by Freemasons at the time.
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1646 // THE FIRST
DOCUMENTED
INITIATION OF AN
ENGLISH FREEMASON
Elias Ashmole, a chemist and antiquarian, recorded the
proceedings of his initiation in his diary, where he used to
write notes about his life with the intention of writing an
autobiography.
This entry is important because it is the first evidence
known of the making of a speculative Mason, and the first
one to be recorded in writing.
Elias Ashmole is not the first speculative Mason in history,
but he is the first one who recorded the proceedings of his
initiation in writing (or at least his is the first record that
was ever found), and he even took down the names of the
other Masons that were present during his initiation.
This gives us the first insight of initiations in speculative
Freemasonry.
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1696 // THE EDINBURGH
REGISTER HOUSE
MANUSCRIPT
The first recorded ritual, found in the Edinburgh Register
House manuscript.
Thanks to this record we can imagine what a Masonic ritual
in the late 1600s would be like, and it shows the earliest
evidence of a two-degree system.
The third degree first appeared quite a few years later,
somewhere between 1723 and 1730, and it spread slowly
within the craft until it became part of the Masonic system.
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1717 // THE FIRST
MASONIC GRAND
LODGE
This year marks the formation of the first Grand Lodge in
the world and the start of lodges being governed by Grand
Lodges.
The first Grand Lodge was formed in London on the 24th
June, 1717.
It is today known as the United Grand Lodge of England
and governs more than 8,000 lodges.
The Grand Lodge of England is one of the three home
Grand Lodges together with the Grand Lodge of Ireland,
founded in 1725, and the Grand Lodge of Scotland, founded
in 1736.
These three home Grand Lodges are known to have started
taking Freemasonry overseas to other
countries.
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1723 // JAMES
ANDERSON’S
CONSTITUTIONS
In this year an important Freemasonic writing was
published: James Anderson’s Constitutions.
Handwritten notes of the constitutions could already be
found before this date, but now for the first time, these
were easily accessible in a small printed book.
Anderson’s Constitutions began with a short history of
Freemasonry (which, however, is widely considered
fictitious), followed by a set of general rules of conduct for a
Freemason; i.e. the charges.
These were followed by Payne’s Regulations which
dictated rules on how lodges should be governed, which
every Grand Master should follow.
The final section contains songs which would be used in
rituals.
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Anderson’s Constitutions were reprinted by Benjamin
Franklin in 1734, the same year in which he was elected
Grand Master of the Lodge of Pennsylvania.
He was also responsible for the printing of the first article
about Freemasonry in North America, which he had
published in ‘The Pennsylvania Gazette’ four years earlier,
in December 1730.
The Constitutions kept on being modified in the following
years even until 1815, when the Grand Lodge of England
changed slightly the part where Anderson wrote about a
Freemason’s religion.
While Anderson’s original Constitutions said that “a stupid
Atheist” and “an irreligious libertine” can never be
Freemasons, the Grand Lodge of England modified this
and wrote that it doesn’t matter what religion one follows
as long as “he believes in the glorious Architect of Heaven
and
Earth, and practices the sacred duties of morality”.
This is still relevant to Freemasons today.
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1751 // THE ‘ANTIENTS’
AND THE ‘MODERNS’
This year marks the division between the ‘Antients’ and the
‘Moderns’, which lasted 63 years.
It started when a Grand Lodge of Irish Masons arrived in
London stating that the original Grand Lodge had changed;
thus calling it one of the ‘Moderns’ while calling themselves
the ‘Antients’ as they had not made any innovations, unlike
the Grand Lodge of London, they claimed.
This division also spread abroad and lasted for about 63
years with the ‘Modern’ and the ‘Antient’ lodges not
considering each other regular lodges.
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1700S // THE
BEGINNING OF THE
ENLIGHTENMENT
This was the time of the beginning of the Enlightenment,
and Freemasonry was one of the main organizations active
in promoting its beliefs.
The Enlightenment was intent on freeing the human
consciousness, thus it is not difficult to relate it to
Freemasonry.
The Enlightenment wanted to put an emphasis on reason
as opposed to ignorance, believed in the freedom and
dignity of the individual and promoted the sharing of
one’s thoughts and intelligence with others.
Freemasonry shared most of its ideals with the ideals of the
Enlightenment, and was one of the organizations
responsible for its start, while also playing an active part to
lead it to its success.
Many of the philosophers of the Enlightenment were
Freemasons, or became Freemasons at a later stage during
their life, like for example Voltaire, who is one of the
intellectuals credited with starting the Enlightenment.
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1813 // THE GRAND
LODGES REUNITED
The Grand Lodges reunited after almost 63 years of being
divided into ‘Moderns’ and ‘Antients’.
The process of unification started in 1809 by the Grand
Lodge of England and was finally completed on the 27th
December 1813 after 4 years of negotiation.
The two Grand Lodges united and formed the United
Grand Lodge of England.
After this unification, the emblems, procedures, rituals etc
became the same for every lodge as they all became one.
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1826 // THE MORGAN
AFFAIR
This is the year of the Morgan Affair.
William Morgan had threatened to write a book revealing
all the secrets of the Freemasons and in 1826 he
disappeared from Batavia, New York.
What really happened to him is still a mystery,
but the Freemasons were blamed for his disappearance
and this led to the formation of many anti-Masonic groups
in New York and in the whole United States, which
organized protests against Freemasonry.
Because of the Morgan Affair, many masons left the Craft.
While before the Morgan Affair the Grand Lodge of New
York governed 227 lodges, a few years after the Morgan
Affair only 41 were left.
However, Freemasonry in the United States tripled in the
1850s. By the end of the 1850s there
were more than 5000 lodges with over 200,000 Masons.
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1992 // THE FIRST
MEETING RECORDED BY
CAMERAS
The first meeting of Grand Lodges recorded by cameras
and broadcasted on television.
The year 1992 marks the 275th anniversary of the Grand
Lodge of England; the first Grand Lodge ever formed in the
world.
This was celebrated on the 10th June when almost 13,000
Freemasons and guests met at Earls Court in West London.
During this celebration the press and television were
present, and for the first time ever a Freemasonic event
was shown on television newscasts all over the world.
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2017 // 300 YEARS &
COUNTING
In this short e-book, we have highlighted 10 events which a
Freemason or someone studying Freemasonry should
know about its history.
Obviously, there were many other events which
involved Freemasonry throughout all these years and many
are still happening today.
The most recent major event/milestone occurred in 2017
when the Grand Lodge of England celebrated its 300th
anniversary.
A great feast was held in London to honour the occasion &
to celebrate the unity of Masons all over the world.
it also helped portray the pride of every Freemason of
being part of such an illustrious and grandeous
organisation.
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LINKS AND RESOURCES

Thank you for subscribing to the MasonicFind.com
newsletter.
if you liked this ebook. be sure to share it with anyone
you'd like. We appreciate the support and we thank you for
being part of the growing MasonicFind family, now 30,000
members deep.
We'd also like you to follow us on all our social media
channels.
Just look for MasonicFind on all your favourites channels
and you'll find us there.
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20% DISCOUNT
+ FREE SHIPPING
FROM THE
MASONICFIND STORE
As a thank you for being a loyal subscriber, we'd like to
offer you a one-time offer of 20% off + Free Shipping on any
item from The MasonicFind Store.
Use this coupon code at the last step of checkout:

MFEBOOK20

